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Image Touch ups

Blemishes
There are a number of ways to remove blemishes and 

other undesirable elements in a portrait. Here are a combi-
nation of techniques to “improve” this image. 

1.  Start by duplicating the original image.
2.  Filter> Blur> Gaussian Blur. The Preview box should 

be checked. Start with the slider on the left and slowly 
drag to the right until the blemishes disappear. The 
image will be very blurry, but the next step will fix it. 
Click OK.

3.  Window> History to show the History palette. Click 
on the icon of the image at the top of the palette. 
Click in the box to the left of the Gaussian Blur state. 
This will allow painting for the selected state on the 
original image.

4.  Select the History Brush. Choose an appropriate size 
brush. Change the mode to Lighten. Paint out the 
blemishes. The Lighten mode removes the blemishes 
without painting in blur.

5.  In example a combination of the following techniques 
were used as well, primarily the Healing brush and the 
Clone tool. See next page.

6.  The incisor tooth was also lightened by selecting it 
with the Lasso,  and putting a 2 pixel Feather on 

the selection (Select> Feather). Then Curves (Cmd/
Cntrl-M) was used to lighten the image 10% by drag-
ging the mid tone point from 50% to 40%.
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Another approach
Another approach is using the Clone Tool to sample a 

“good” area to cover a “bad” area. 
1.  Select the Clone Tool. Choose an appropriate size soft 

edge brush. Choose the Lighten Mode. Set opacity to 
50%.

2.  Sample a “clean” area by Option/Alt-clicking.
3.  Touch up areas. More clicking and resampling is bet-

ter than less. Go over the same areas repeatedly as 
necessary.

Yet one more
The best new tool in Photoshop 7 is the Healing Brush 

and it’s companion the Patch Tool. The Healing Brush is 
like the Clone Tool on steroids. It is ideal for cleaning up 
dust and scratches from scans as well as touch up.

1.  With the Clone Tool Option/Alt-click on a clean 
area. The brush becomes a target icon.

2.  Click the areas to heal. Make sure the brush is larger 
than the area to heal as it won’t blend in as well if the 
brush is too small

The companion to the Healing Brush is the Patch Tool 
and is for larger areas of clean up. It works similarly to the 
Lasso in that the area to patch is drawn around like the 
Lasso tool.

1.  With the Patch Tool, drag around the area to be 
patched. The marching ants appear the same as a 
selection made by the Lasso Tool.

2.  Drag the selection to a clean area. The Patch Tool 
samples the information and blends in the dust, 
scratch or blemish.

Old method
Sometimes the old ways work best for speed and effec-

tiveness.
1. Use the Lasso to select the area to be cleaned up.
2.  If possible, hold the Command/Control then the 

Shift key and drag either horizontally or vertically to 
a clean area. When a clean area is selected, you may, 
but not always, want to Select> Feather the selection 
around 2 pixels to soften the selection. It depends on 
the image and area you are working on. 

3.  With the Lasso still selected hold these keys in this 
order: Command/Control-Option/Alt-Shift to drag a 
copy straight back to the bad area.

Note the order in which the keys are held down is criti-
cal to this functioning correctly. The 
concept similar to the Patch tool, but 
different in that the Patch tool blends 
in where as this process is simply copy-
ing pixels from one area to another.




